Human fetal cell lines

Used in childhood vaccine research, development & production
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Aborted fetal cells are used in vaccine research and development to “grow” viruses to manufacture vaccines. When vaccine
research began, that host was animal tissue. But that can be highly problematic if the virus won’t grow. There can also be
unknown contaminants, as the world learned when SV-40 was found in the polio vaccines.

Fetal cell lines are considered the “gold standard” for pharmaceutical development. (Note that fetal cell lines are not exclusive to
the vaccine industry; other drugs, such as Regeneron’s antibody treatment for COVID-19, also use fetal cells.)

Here are the fetal cell lines currently being used in the childhood vaccine schedule.
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